4o                       Bliicher

the dissolution of the thousand-year-old Holy
Roman Empire. She had not retaliated even
at the outrageous violation of German territory
involved in the seizure of the Duke of Enghien,
taken from his own house, at Ettenheim in Baden,
by a band of French soldiers, who approached
under cover of the night. The Duke, Napoleon
maintained, had headed a conspiracy; he was
dragged to Vincennes, tried before a court-martial,
sentenced, and shot at the side of his own open
grave. The incident had, it is true, saddened the
sensitive heart of Frederick William III, and
made him a little less eager for the projected
alliance with Napoleon, but the bait of Hanover
had finally overcome his scruples.

Indignation at Enghien's death was one of the
causes that had induced the Tsar Alexander of
Russia to join the third coalition against Napoleon.
The war that followed had been more than hu-
miliating to Austria which was in no condition
to fight. Those " gentlemen in Vienna/' as Pitt
once complained, were always "one year, one
army, and one idea behindhand.M After the
surrender of Mack at Ulm an Austrian officer
himself had written: "The shame that oppresses
us, the filth that covers us can never be wiped
away." The outcome of the battle of Austerlitz,
finally, and the joining of Napoleon by Prussia
had driven Austria into concluding the Peace of
Pressburg (Dec. 26, 1805) by which she divested
herself in France's favour of thousands of square